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Join our celebration of Swiss Wines Tour 
this October

Alpine Wines, the UK’s leading importer of wonderful Swiss wines, is delighted to be Alpine Wines, the UK’s leading importer of wonderful Swiss wines, is delighted to be 
able to offer you the chance not only to drink these beautiful wines in the comfort 
of your own home, but now to visit the vineyards, meet the wine-makers, sample 
their excellent vintages, and enjoy some great Swiss hospitality for yourselves. We 
have joined forces with Swiss specialist travel company, Experience Switzerland 
Travel, to bring you a special Celebration of Swiss Wines Tour departing on 

1st October for 4 nights. 

On this trip we will be visiting some of our favourite wine-makers around Lac On this trip we will be visiting some of our favourite wine-makers around Lac 
Leman (Lake Geneva) to enjoy exclusive tastings at their vineyards. At the end of 
the main tour, you can either fly back to the UK, or you will then have the 

opportunity to extend your stay spending a few extra days in Montreux, travelling 
on to Zurich, and visiting the only remaining vineyard within the city limits, owned 
by the famous Zweifel Family, or heading south to Lugano, and visiting our top 
vineyard in the Italian-speaking Ticino Region before travelling on to Milan for your 

flight home.flight home.

So that we can maintain the personal touch that we think is essential, we have set 
a maximum group size of 20 for this trip, so early booking is essential.



Celebration of Swiss Wines Tour Itinerary

1st October – travel out to Geneva (see 
below). You will be met on arrival and 
transferred to our tour hotel, The Eden 
Palace, Montreux, where you will be 
booked to stay 4 nights on a bed & 

breakfast basis. On the first evening, we will 
meet up for Welcome Drinks and Dinner;

2nd October – after breakfast at the Hotel, 
we’ll leave on a private coach towards the 
ancient town of Visp, where the railway 
heads up to the world-famous resort of 
Zermatt. At Visp, we’ll be visiting the 

Chanton Vineyard for a tasting, followed by 
some free time in Visp. In the afternoon, we’ll 
head back down the Rhone Valley to Vetroz head back down the Rhone Valley to Vetroz 
to stop for a wine-tasting and snacks at the 
Cave Germanier before returning to 

Montreux, where you are free to explore this 
beautiful lake-side city and its many 
restaurants and cafes for dinner;



4th October – after breakfast, we’ll take the 
15-minute walk to the railway station, and take 
the train to Aigle to visit the Badoux Wines 
Vineyard. We’ll make way back to Montreux 
after the tasting for an afternoon at leisure, and 
then round off our tour with a special farewell 

dinner at the Montreux Jazz Café;

5th October5th October – after breakfast, you will either 
transfer back to Geneva for your flight back to 
the UK, or join one of our extension tours. You 
can stay on in Montreux, travel up to Zurich for 

the weekend, or travel down to the 
Italian-speaking region of the Ticino to Lugano 

and on to Milan.

3rd October – after breakfast at the Hotel, 
we’ll leave on our coach for Rolle for a 
tasting at the beautiful Domaine Maison 
Blanche. We’ll then stop at Lausanne, 

where you will have an afternoon at leisure 
to explore the city. You can either take the 
coach back to the hotel, or take one of the 

Lake steamers back to Montreux;Lake steamers back to Montreux;



Optional Add-On Tours
Montreux

5th October5th October – simply stay on in Montreux to enjoy the beautiful lake-side 
scenery, or explore the surrounding area – perhaps with a visit to the 

village of Gruyère, or heading into the mountains for some walking or even 
making it up to the stunning Les Diablerets Glacier at over 3000ms. We can 
include a special Swiss Travel Pass so that you can use the train services, 
boats on the Lake or the famous Swiss Postbuses. How long you stay is 

entirely up to you.



Zurich

5th October – after breakfast, make your way to the station and take the train 
to Zurich, and make your way on arrival to the Glockenhof Hotel, right in the 
heart of Zurich’s Altstadt, for 2 nights on a bed & breakfast basis. You’ll have 

the afternoon free to explore Zurich and its many places of interest;
6th October6th October – after breakfast, make your way to the Zweifel Vinarium for a 
special wine-tasting. This is the only still operating vineyard within the Zurich 

city limits, but still produces some of Switzerland’s finest wines;
7th October – after breakfast, you will have the rest of the day at leisure until 
you take the short rail trip to Zurich Airport for your flight back to the UK.



Lugano

5th October – after breakfast, make your way to the station and take the train 
to Lugano. On arrival, take the short walk or taxi ride to the Hotel International 

au Lac, for 3 nights on a bed & breakfast basis;
6th October6th October – after breakfast, walk back to the station and travel by train to 
Mendrisio. Walk from the station to the Brivio Vinoteca for a wine-tasting and 

tour before making your way back to Lugano;
7th October – this is a full day at leisure to rest and relax in this beautiful 

lake-side location;
8th October – after breakfast, take the train from Lugano to Milan and on to 

either Linate or Malpensa Airport for your flight back to the UK.



Our Tour Hotels 

The Eden Palace, Montreux

This excellent 4-star hotel is located in the city centre of Montreux about This excellent 4-star hotel is located in the city centre of Montreux about 
15 minutes’ walk from the station and close to the Casino Barrière. It was 
established in 1896, but has recently undergone major renovation of the 
bedrooms and public areas. The Hotel has an outdoor swimming, fitness 

centre and gym. The hotel is set in beautiful gardens, and has a 
restaurant with a panoramic terrace offering spectacular views over the 
Lake and the mountains. Bedroom facilities include a minibar, safety 
deposit box, satellite/cable TV, telephone, wifi, air-conditioning, balcony deposit box, satellite/cable TV, telephone, wifi, air-conditioning, balcony 
or terrace. Rooms with lake-views are available at a supplement.



Glockenhof, Zürich 

The Glockenhof is centrally located in Zurich, a 4-minute walk from Urania The Glockenhof is centrally located in Zurich, a 4-minute walk from Urania 
Observatory and 6 minutes by foot from Bahnhofstrasse and about 1km from 
the Swiss National Museum and 1.3km from Kunsthaus Zurich. You can make 
yourself at home in one of the 91 air-conditioned rooms featuring minibars and 
flat-screen televisions. You can take in the views from a terrace and a garden 
and make use of amenities such as complimentary wireless Internet access. 
You can enjoy a mix of Swiss specialities and international cuisine at Conrad 
Restaurant, one of the hotel's 2 restaurants. Snacks are also available at the Restaurant, one of the hotel's 2 restaurants. Snacks are also available at the 

coffee shop/café, or have a glass of wine in the lounge bar.



International au Lac, Lugano

The International au Lac has been a family run hotel since 1906, and is an The International au Lac has been a family run hotel since 1906, and is an 
ideal base for exploring or just relaxing in Lugano in the pool or on the sun 
terrace. You can relax in the Blues Bar with a glass of wine in the afternoon or 
in the evening. Due to the historical nature of the building (it was originally a 
monastery) the rooms vary considerably in size and shape. They are, 

however, medium sized on average. They are all decorated in traditional 
style though this also varies from room to room. Both the rooms and the 
bathrooms are in very good condition. Some of the rooms have air bathrooms are in very good condition. Some of the rooms have air 

conditioning.



Our Vineyards

Chanton – the Chanton Family have been growing grapes in this region since 
1944, and are famed for championing extremely pure wines based almost 
exclusively on obscure local grapes, many of which are only grown in this one 
vineyard. We can therefore be pretty confident that you will taste wines here 

that you wont find anywhere else.

Cave GermanierCave Germanier – Jean-Rene Germanier is regarded by many as the 
pre-eminent wine producer in Switzerland, carrying on a family tradition of 
producing wonderful wines that dates back to 1896. ‘Quality without 

compromise’ is the family’s guiding principle which has led them to success in 
many wine competitions over the generations, and they are now leading lights 

in the campaign towards sustainable viticulture for the future



Domaine Maison Blanche – one of Switzerland’s oldest wine 
estates in the hands of the Mestral Family since 1526. Although 
well-known for their white wines produced in the traditional 
Swiss ‘fendant style’, they are also renowned for the cultivation 
of grapes such as Mondeuse Norie, Malbec and Pinot Noir to 

produce a range of top quality reds.

Badoux Wines – founded in 1908, 
Badoux is one of Switzerland’s 
leading vineyards, and had been 
led to this highly-regarded position 
by Daniel Dufaux, who is President 
of the Swiss Oenologues’ Society. 
Their vineyards which cling to the 
sides of the mountains are amongst sides of the mountains are amongst 
the most spectacular in Switzerland. 
The winery produces top quality 
whites, but also powerful reds 
blended from a selection of local 

grapes varieties



Brivio Vinoteca – the Brivio Vineyard has 
thrived in recent years under the 

guidance of the latest generation of the 
family that has owned the vineyard for 
more than 100 years, Guido Brivio. Due to 
the mainly clay-like soil, combined with 
the beautiful climate, the Ticino Region is 
famed for producing some of the finest famed for producing some of the finest 
Merlot wines in Europe, and not 

unsurprisingly, Guido and his team of 
expert wine-makers have won more than 
50 Gold Medals for their great wines.

Zweifel Vinarium – the Zweifel Family has been involved in growing vines around the Zurich 
area since 1440, when their name first appears in the city archives. Since 1898, the Zweifel 
Brothers business ran in parallel producing wines and fruit juices, but then in 1958 the 
production direction changed again to focus on mineral waters, vinegars and potato 
crisps, which are now market-leaders and best-sellers in Switzerland and across Europe. 
Since 1968, the business has been focused on redeveloping the slopes around Zurich and 
overlooking the Lake for vine growing and remains the only vineyard within the city limits. 
The Zweifel Winery now produces award-winning Sauvignon Blancs, Malbecs and Pinot The Zweifel Winery now produces award-winning Sauvignon Blancs, Malbecs and Pinot 
Noirs, but is also the Gold Medal winner of the prestigious Grand Prix du Vin Suisse 

competition for its blend of Riesling and Silvaner grapes.



Personalising your travel arrangements

We have not included the costs of getting to/from Switzerland in the price of We have not included the costs of getting to/from Switzerland in the price of 
the tour as there are many ways of doing so, and the staff at Experience 

Switzerland Travel will help with the arrangements that are best suited to you. 
You can fly from a range of regional airports to/from Geneva, or returning from 
Zurich or Milan. Experience Switzerland Travel can also organise rail travel using 
Eurostar, or if you wanted to drive out, they can assist with booking crossings 
and extra nights’ accommodation so that you can complete your journey in 
comfort and can arrive into Montreux well-rested and ready for your stay.comfort and can arrive into Montreux well-rested and ready for your stay.

Although we are offering a choice of three extensions – extending your stay in 
Montreux, or staying on for extra nights in Zurich or Lugano, you are not 
restricted in any way. Experience Switzerland Travel can offer you 

accommodation across this beautiful country, and can link this Swiss Rail Passes 
using the country’s incredible efficient system of public transport, which covers 

trains, boats and local buses.



David Gambier, Experience Switzerland Travel 

David is Experience Switzerland Travel’s owner and David is Experience Switzerland Travel’s owner and 
Managing Director. His passion for all things Swiss 

started with a family holiday to Interlaken when he was 
only 9 and he has been in love with the country ever 
since, taking things as far as actually having a Swiss 
wife. He is a fluent French and German-speaker and 
has more than 35-years’ experience in the travel 
business working in the UK, Switzerland, Austria and business working in the UK, Switzerland, Austria and 
Germany. David will accompany those members of 

the group who travel on to Zurich. 
Experience Switzerland Travel is a member of David’s 
wider Great Experience Travel Group business, and is 
bonded as an ABTA Travel Agent with an ATOL license 

for your financial protection

Your tour guides

This trip will be accompanied by experts from both Alpine Wines and 
Experience Switzerland Travel

Ben Drury, Alpine Wines

Ben had already a well-established and respected Ben had already a well-established and respected 
career in the wine business before joining Joelle and 
Robb at Alpine Wines, where he has now been 
responsible for Sales and Business Development for 
many years. In this position, he not only takes a 
leading role representing Alpine Wines at 

wine-tastings and wine shows across the country, 
but also introducing restaurant and commercial but also introducing restaurant and commercial 
buyers to the diversity and quality offered by wines 
from Switzerland. A semi-professional singer and 

musician in his spare time, Ben will be responsible for 
helping provide expert advice to guide our tour 
guests through the different wine-tastings working 
closely with wine-makers. For those people opting to 

extend their trip down to the Ticino, Ben will extend their trip down to the Ticino, Ben will 
accompany the group down to Lugano and on 
their visit to meet Guido Brivio in Mendrisio.



Tour Pricing

Montreux 

The price for the basic 4 night tour, excluding travel to/from Switzerland: £1465 per person. 
This includes:

Round-trip transfers between Geneva Airport and the hotel;

Twin share accommodation at the Eden Palace in a Standard Double/Twin Room on a Twin share accommodation at the Eden Palace in a Standard Double/Twin Room on a 
bed & breakfast basis for 4 nights;

Welcome drinks and dinner on the first night;

Transfers by private coach to/from the vineyards outlined above;

Standard Class Rail travel, where required;

Wine-tastings at the named vineyards;

Farewell Dinner.

Supplements: Single Occupancy @ £195. Upgrade to lake-view room @ £105.Supplements: Single Occupancy @ £195. Upgrade to lake-view room @ £105. 
Supplements for upgrade to suites, or single rooms with lake-view – call for a personalised quote

If you would like to extend your stay at the Eden Palace, let us know how long for, and we will provide 
you with a personalised quote on request.



Zurich

The price for the Zurich extension tour: £380 per person. 
This includes:

Standard Class Rail travel from Montreux to Zurich;

Twin share accommodation at the Glockenhof Hotel in a Standard 
Double/Twin Room on a bed & breakfast basis for 2 nights;

Visit and tasting at the Zweifelvinarium;Visit and tasting at the Zweifelvinarium;

Transfers to Zurich Airport.

Supplements: Single Occupancy @ £165. 
Upgrade to First Class Rail – on application

 NB: The cost of taxis between Zurich Station and the hotel is 
NOT included in the price above.



Lugano

The price for the Lugano extension tour: £495 per person. 
This includes:

Standard Class Rail travel from Montreux to Lugano
Twin share accommodation at the Hotel International au Lac in a 
Standard Double/Twin Room on a bed & breakfast basis for 3 nights;

Standard Class Rail travel to/from Mendrisio;Standard Class Rail travel to/from Mendrisio;

Visit and tasting at the Brivio Vinoteca;

Standard Class onward rail travel to Milan Malpensa/Linate Airports.

Supplements: Single Occupancy @ £135. 
Upgrade to First Class Rail – on application
Upgrade to lake-view room – on application

NB: The cost of taxi transfers between Lugano Station and the hotel is NB: The cost of taxi transfers between Lugano Station and the hotel is 
NOT included in the price above. 



What to do next…

If you would like to join us on this wonderful trip to Switzerland, 
please e-mail David at Experience Switzerland Travel at 

info@experienceswitzerlandtravel.com, 
or call him on 0203 7971364 

and he will produce a personalised quotation for you. For tour and he will produce a personalised quotation for you. For tour 
booking conditions and further information, visit: 

www.experienceswitzerlandtravel.com

We do hope that you will be able to join us on this great 
celebration of Swiss wines, or if you can’t join us on the trip, but 

would still like to sample some of our marvellous wine selection, visit 

experienceswitzerlandtravel.com


